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ﬁssionTo the Editor,
The remarkable observation of a unique dicentric Y chromo-
some just published in this journal [1] deserves some comments:
1. Because the number of analyzed metaphases was not speciﬁed,
the possibility of mosaicism remains fully open.
2. The dicentricity of the rearranged Y chromosome appears to be
based on the split alphoid block rather than on the number of
primary constrictions, which is not given. Moreover, the authors’
assertion “C banding showed that the Y chromosome contained
two centromeres” is not supported by the C-banded chromo-
somes inwhichcentric regions cannot bediscerned (see Figure 1B
in [1]). In this regard, a plain staining could be instructive.
3. The obvious weakness of both alphoid signals (see Figure 1C in
[1]) goes unnoticed.
4. The use of the term “pericentric” to qualify the observed rear-
rangements is atoddswithproper International SystemofHuman
Cytogenetic Nomenclature 2013 (ISCN 2013) usage [2]. Although
thealternative sanctioned term “paracentric”maybetterdescribe
the observed rearrangement, the relevant point here is the failure
to use “centric ﬁssion” to designate the alphoid breakage. Indeed,
this rearranged Y chromosome along with a comparable rear-
rangement of chromosome 12 described as a “centric” inversion
[3]but not citedbyKuanet al [1] expands to 10 the typesof centric
ﬁssionproducts [4]. Accordingly, the ISCN2013must beamended.
5. The striking resemblance if not sameness of the reportedly
paternal C-banded gonosomes (see Figure 1C in [1]) with the
corresponding pair of an 8-week abortus from another family
described in a simultaneous paper by the same authors [5] can
hardly be dismissed asmere coincidence. Although ﬂuorescence
in situ hybridization images are unexpectedly not shown in the
companion paper [5], the composition deﬁned by several probes
of the Y chromosome with a supposed direct duplication also
applies to the inverted Y chromosome in the former report [1];http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tjog.2013.10.039
1028-4559/Copyright  2014, Taiwan Association of Obstetrics & Gynecology. Publishedin particular, the absence of an interstitial Yq subtelomeric
signal matches the schema in the TJOG paper [1].
6. Regarding language and style, I remark on the improper plural
usage when referring to the single abnormal Y chromosome in
each cell (2nd sentence, p. 443) as well as the unnecessary
verbatim reiteration of the sentence on “chromosome break-
points and mammalian evolution” (pp. 443 and 444).
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